PREFACE 70 VOL. VV 3

peal to the ladies of France to establish in New
France a seminary for girls. He recounts the leg-
ends of the natives about Messou, Manitou, and
other deities; also their superstitions about dreams.
In speaking of Father de Noué&’s visit to some of the
neighboring tribes, Le Jeune enumerates the hard-
ships endured by the missionaries in attempting to
dwell in the savage camps; nevertheless, he speaks
hopefully of the prospect for mission labors, espe-
cially among stationary tribes, like the Hurons.

A description is given of Champlain’s return as
governor of the colony; and of a conference held by
the latter (May 24) with the Ottawas, on their annual
trading visit to Quebec. The eloquence and shrewd-
ness displayed by the savages are dwelt upon.

The Iroquois attack a party of French, wounding
and killing several. The settlement is visited by
natives from various tribes from the upper country;
a Frenchman is slain by one of the tribesmen; much
drunkenness occurs among the Indians, who craftily
excuse themselves from responsibility for any crime
committed while in that condition, by telling the
Frenchmen it was caused by liquors supplied by
them. The Fathers baptize some savage children,
and in caring for the sick encounter the enmity of
the medicine men.

The conclusion of this document will be presented
in Vol. VI. of our series.
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